
Forensic Research Methodology



Theorizing about professional knowledge.
Professionalizing theoretical knowledge.
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1. Myth One: Architecture is just architecture.The first myth is that architecture is 
so different as a discipline and form of knowledge, that normal research definition or 
processes cannot be applied to it. One the one hand this myth looks to the muse of genius 
for succour, with the impulsive gestures of the individual architect seen to exceed the 
dry channels of research as the catalyst for architectural production. The problem is that 
these impulses are, almost by definition, beyond explanation and so the production of 
architecture is left mythologized rather than subjected to clear analysis.
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2. Myth Two: Architecture is not architecture.The second myth works in opposition to 
the first and argues that in order to establish itself as a credible and “strong” discipline, 
architecture must turn to other disciplines for authority. It is a myth fulled by the funding 
mechanisms for research, with the various research councils defining acceptable areas 
through particular research paradigms, which simply do not fit the breadth of architecture.
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3. Myth Three: Building a building is research. The third myth is that designing a building 
is a form of research in its own right. It is a myth that allows architects and architectural 
academics to eschew the norms of research. The argument to support this myth goes 
something like this: 1. Architectural knowledge ultimately resides in the object. 2. Every 
building is by definition unique and thus original. 3. The production of building can thus be 
defined as the production of original knowledge. 4. This is a definition of research.



Preliminary Research Subjects

Co-op
NSU Athletic and Recreation Fields Complex
Britton Wellness Center

 JLG
Lofts at Park Hill (Under Construction) - Brookings
SDSU Harding Hall (Complete) - Brookings
Brookings Fire Station (Complete) -  Brookings
Gage Brothers Plant and Office (Complete-ish) – Sioux Falls

Koch Hazard 
Venture Elementary School

TSP
Andes Central High School and Middle School replacement in Lake Andes, SD
NSU Regional Science Center in Aberdeen, SD; in collaboration with SmithGroup.


